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Mr. NUNN also read a short paper on Plantar Bunion.
He showed casts of the feet of two patients suffering from
different forms of disease. In the one there was a suppurat-
ing bursa over the heads of the third and fourth metatarsal
bones, and retraction of the phalanges of the outer toes;
and in the other similar backward displacement of the toes,
but not any inflammatory mischief. In the first case, that
of a man thirty-nine years of age, the displacement of the
toes had caused him to walk on the heads of the metatarsal
bones, and a plantar bunion ensued, which suppurated. In
one case Mr. Nunn had to perform Syme’s amputation, in
consequence of a suppurating bunion, and some time after-wards the patient reappeared with similar disease in the
other foot. The point he wished to insist on was that the
-condition known as "hammer toes disposed to the forma-
tion of bunion, since where it exists the normal rolling action

,,of the foot in walking ceases at the heads of the metatarsal
bones instead of at the tips of the toes. The other case
threw light, he thought, upon the mode of production of
this deformity ("hammer toe "). The patient was a lady,
who in 1872, after a severe attack of gastro-enteritis, began
to suffer from neuralgia and pains in the back, and
by January, 1873, there was marked lordosis established,
reducing her height by four inches. She became also lame,
chiefly in the right foot ; the right leg was wasted, and there
was retraction of the toes of the right foot. Spinal support,
shampooing, faradaism, and tonics, were followed by marked
improvement as regards the spinal condition, but the toes
remained retracted. Mr. Nunn contrasted this condition of
the toes with the effects produced by paralysis of the inter-
ossei muscles of the hand, as first pointed out by Duchenne ;
and he showed photographs in which division of the ulnar
nerve had led to palsy of these muscles. In the second case
he had read might not the retraction of the toes been pro-
duced by the change in the spinal column stretching thecord or nerves ? The wasting of other muscles in the limb
was confirmatory of this view. In the first case there was no
obvious spinal derangement, but he would suggest that in
this, as in the majority of the cases of "hammer-toe,"
which are not developed till puberty, the rapid change in
length of the spine at that period may so disturb the functions
of the cord as to produce paralysis of the interossei muscles,
and often other conditions, such as flat-foot, talipes, &c.-
The PRESIDENT pointed out that the atrophy of the muscles
in these cases was a great bar to successful treatment. All
must know of cases of talipes in which the deformity has
relapsed after the tendons have been divided.-Mr. MAUNDER
thought the paper suggestive, but somewhat alarming, and
he trusted that in a very large majority of cases of hammer
toe Mr. Nunn’s pathology would prove to be incorrect,
especially as he (Mr. Maunder) had operated upon four con-
tracted toes in the persons of three young relatives with
the happiest results, dividing the flexor tendons. These
:children’s aptitude for play was remarkable. If Mr. Nunn
meant to imply, by speaking of the toes as extended, that the
- extensor tendons should be divided to remedy the deformity,
Mr. Maunder was sure that such an operation would be
.a failure. The explanation of plantar bunion offered
was certainly reasonable.-Mr. BENNETT asked if any
,observations had been made on the sensation of the
limb. He had found in cases of suppurative bunion of
the sole of the foot considerable diminution and even
loss of sensation; and in one case, after Syme’s am-

putation had been performed, a painful stump remained,
with loss of sensation to the knee. The patient was robust,
about thirty-three years of age, and bore no evidence of
spinal disease. -The PRESIDENT drew Mr. Nunn’s attention
to the " perforating ulcer of the foot " described by French
writers, and so little known in this country, which appeared
to him possibly to be only an extreme degree of the suppura-
ting bunion.&mdash;Mr. G. BROWN related particulars of a case of
suppurating bunion leading to ulceration in the sole of the
foot, and necrosis. In this case the opposite foot became
similarly affected from the patient having to bear all his
weight on it. Amputation was not had recourse to.-Mr. B.
ROTH mentioned that a useful detail in preventing deformi-
ties of toes was to make the child wear stockings with
toes. The Japanese have worn such stockings for genera-
tions past. -Mr. NUNN, in reply, said he thought the
"perforating ulcer of the French was different from sup-
purating bunion. In his view, the interossei being ex-
extensors and paralysed, there would be undue contraction
of the flexors, and therefore he would agree with Mr.
Maunder as to division of the flexor tendons.
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chair.
The debate on Dr. Humphry’s motion was continued by
Dr. ROLLESTON, who said Lord Ripon’s Bill afforded a

confirmation of the view that if the Council did not deal
with the question of conjoint boards the Government was
very likely to do so. It would, however, be incomparably
better for the Council to do it themselves than to be put
under the steam-roller of Government interference. What
the State had done for soldiers and sailors it would un-

doubtedly have done for the public generally. He hoped
that the Council would not go back from itself, for though the
present Government might deal mildly with them, another
and a stronger Government might chastise them with

scorpions. He would not for a moment seriously entertain
the objection that a thousand candidates could not be ex-
amined by one board in the course of the year. He was
sure that Dr. Storrar, who represented the London Uni-
versity, the greatest examining board in the world, would
not say that it was impossible to secure uniformity of ex-
amination for that number of students.

Sir D. CORRIGAN rose to order. Dr. Rolleston was making
a second speech which he was not entitled to do by the rules
of debate. If he had moved the adjournment last evening
he ought not to have made a speech then; but having made
a speech then, he ought not to have done so now.
The PRESIDENT ruled that Dr. Rolleston had been in

order. His speech was not concluded last evening when the
hour for adjournment arrived.
Mr. TEALE said he had not been convinced by Dr. Wood’s

eloquent speech that Scotland ought to be allowed to con.
tinue its present mode of examinations. If Scotland only
had to be considered, the satisfaction of the Scottish members
with the present state of affairs might be expected, but since
the privileges of Scotch licences had been extended to the
other divisions of the kingdom, the question must be decided
with reference to the requirements of the other two divisions.
The mere fact that Scotland was satisfied with its own ex-
aminations was not sufficient to prevent what the majority of
the representatives from England thought necessary. The
Medical Council had arrived at a very critical period in its
history. For years it had been working at registration and
education. The Register was in a tolerably favourable con-
dition, but the work that had to be done with reference to
registration might be done by a much smaller and less ex-
pensive body. Could it, however, be said that the work that
had been done in the matter of medical education was satis-
factory ? There could be no doubt that the popular feeling
was that the Council had not had that effect on medical
education which it was expected to have. The Bill proposed
to give the Council considerably enlarged powers, but what
would be the use of those powers if their efforts were to be
frittered away in supervising nineteen examinations? The
disappointment felt in the country was almost universal that
the Bill did not secure what the medical profession had been
looking for for the last twenty years, a single entrance ex-
amination for each division of the kingdom. He could not
share in the fears that it would reduce the character of the
examinations to a low dead level. It would be the business
of the Council to see that the examinations did not fall too
low nor rise too high. It would be a great boon to Oxford if
they were relieved from the obligation to examine students
for the qualification to practise. The present plan was a
tremendous waste of power, and he felt convinced that unless
some such plan as that proposed by Dr. Humphry’s motion
were carried out the hours of the Mcdical Council as a
council were numbered. It would decline in reputation, and
eventually the public would declare that it was of very little
use, and when the strong Government to which Dr. Rolleston
had referred came into office it would be entirely swept away.



571

Dr. STORRAR said the London University would certainly Dr. QUAIN said, previous to 1858 English students con-
not have any difficulty in examining 1000 students a year. tinually went to Scotland to get their qualifications by a
Sir James Paget had told him that he himself examined less expenditure of brain power and pocket power than
annually at the Royal College of Surgeons of England 500 would have been necessary to obtain qualifications in
for the primary, and about 300 for the final examination. England, but what was now desired was to secure uniformity
Dr. Andrew Wood must have been much pushed for an ar- and completeness, so that whether a man obtained his
gument when he advanced that as a difficulty. He cordially qualification in England, Scotland, or Ireland, he should 1)0.
supported Dr. Humphry’s motion and all the arguments equally qualified to practise. The Government, the Medical
which had been adduced in its favour. He was strongly Council, and the medical profession had all asked for some-
opposed to the principle contained in Clause 14 of the Duke thing like the proposed conjoint scheme. Dr. Haldane had
of Richmond’s Bill. That Bill was brought under the notice approved of the Staats examen, but why should a man who.
of the University of London, and referred to a committee, had been examined by a university or a corporation have to
consisting of all the medical and legal members of the Uni- undergo a second examination ? The Conjoint Board scheme
versity. That.committee had drawn up a report, but as it was a far simpler thing than was often imagined, and would.
had not yet been presented to the Senate, it could not fairly be very easily carried out. The delay in England had.
be brought forward. as a document expressing the mind of arisen from a desire to make the scheme complete, and from.
the University, though he had no doubt it would receive the the difficulty of getting the different bodies to yield. The

approval of the Senate. He was inclined to concur in the College of Surgeons was saddled with the enormous expense
view expressed by Dr. Rolleston, that if the Council did of keeping up a national museum, and the London University.
not move in the direction indicated by Lord Ripon’s Bill, had given up its Act of Parliament simply for the public’
the probability was that the Government would step in and good in order to join in the proposed conjoint board. The
do it for them. He was exceedingly surprised to hear Dr. scheme was now complete, and only needed a few verbal
Wood state that the examining bodies in Scotland had been corrections, and his opinion was that no better scheme of &pound;
the first to avail themselves of the clause in the Act which examination had ever been produced. The Government would
enabled them to set up conjoint boards, for the plan adopted never sanction that the Council should consider the interests
in Scotland, instead of consolidating seven examinations of this or that body rather than the public interest.
into one, really increased the seven to nine. Dr. Wood Mr. TURNER considered that the course that was being.
would lead the Council to suppose that the Scotch examina- pursued of discussing an abstract resolution was not treating
tions were so good that it was not desirable to interfere with the Duke of Richmond with the courtesy which he deserved:
them, but the information which he himself had received It was an attempt to force the hand of the Council-to commit
did not lead him to the same conclusion. The London them to an abstract proposition before considering the Bill.;
University had taken a view of the question beyond the The motion said nothing whatever as to how the examining
area of their own interests, and had considered not only board was to be constituted, and if it was passed the Duke.
what would be beneficial for the medical profession, but for of Richmond would be at liberty to interpret it in many.
the public at large, and had given their best assistance to different ways. The two great reasons advanced by Dr.
establish conjoint examinations for the common good of the Humphry in favour of conjoint boards were that the present’
empire; but they would certainly resist to the utmost any system was anomalous, and that the conjoint scheme would
such attempt to overrule their powers as was represented ensure uniformity in the standard of examination. He was.
by the 14th clause of the Duke of Richmond’s Bill. The quite aware that a great deal might be said as to the anomaly
effect of the clause would be the setting aside of the of having nineteen separate bodies, but the question must be
functions of the medical faculties of all the universities in looked at in its historical aspects. Many of those bodies
Great Britain. were of great antiquity, and had shown themselves to, be
Dr. HALDANE said the idea of a conjoint scheme was progressive institutions. Why, then, should their progress

no doubt at first very seductive, but things were in a very be summarily stopped ? Dr. Storrar had insinuated, on the
different condition now from what they were formerly. For evidence of certain unknown persons, that some of the Scotch.
the last six or seven years attempts had been made to bring bodies were not up to the mark, but against that might be.
such a scheme into practical working, but the success had placed the reports of the visitors, who did not throw any such
not been very great. Even in England it had not yet been reflections on the Scotch bodies. If those bodies did not
tested by experience, and, at the present moment, it was perform their duty the Council had the power, under the.
entirely in the realm of theory. Only about 14 per cent. of present Medical Act, of compelling them to do so. Dr.
those who obtained qualifications in England obtained them Humphry considered that the formation of conjoint boards,
at the universities; whereas in Scotland, while 307 qualifi- would make the standard of examination uniform. He did
cations were granted last year by the corporations, 305 were not think it was desirable to have a uniform examination;,
granted by the universities. This showed the great differ- and, even if it were desirable to have uniformity, could it .be
ence between the position of the Scotch universities and the secured ? Uniformity of examination was a phantom. It
position of the English universities. Although it had been could not be bottled up as the standards of weights and
found impossible in Scotland to form a conjoint scheme for measures were preserved. Every examiner had his own
all the bodies, a successful attempt had been made to unite standard, and even that standard varied according to cir-
the corporations, and the result had been that a very large cumstances. If a man was suffering from a fit of dyspepsia
number of students annually came forward to obtain the his standard of examination would be somewhat different
double qualification. Previous to the establishment of these from what it would be when he was in the full exercise of his
double qualifications the College of Surgeons in Edinburgh digestive powers. A candidate’s knowledge could not be
annually granted seventy or eighty single qualifications, weighed out as tea and sugar. If it was wished to get the
whereas last year they only granted twenty-five. He did nearest approach possible to uniformity all the students
not consider it desirable that universities and corporations should be examined by one examiner.
should be amalgamated together in the construction of a Mr. SiMON.&mdash;Who must be always in the same state of
conjoint scheme. The functions of universities were essen- health. (Laughter.)
tially different from those of corporations. A university Mr. TURNER said it must be so, and in such a case he
degree should be something much higher than the mere pitied the examiner. By the English scheme it was pro-
qualification of a corporation. The English universities posed to have eight examiners constantly at work, so that
were not great centres of medical teaching, but in Scotland there would still be diversity. Another objection to the
the case was entirely different. The Scotch examinations conjoint scheme was that it would introduce the system of
had been tested on their merits by the visitors from the centralisation into the examinations, and that would be a
Medical Council, and the reports were, on the whole, very great encouragement to cramming, and interfere most
satisfactory, as also were the returns of the Army Medical materially with the legitimate progress of medical know-
Board. He did not see how the conjoint scheme would ledge and study. Students would prepare themselves for
improve the examinations, because the same men would be such an examination to the neglect of their other studies.
the examiners. When things were going on so well, and Nearly all those who were intimately concerned in the
when the different bodies were gradually raising the higher education of students had pronounced a very decided
character of their curriculum, it was a great pity to interfere opinion against the system of centralisation. By concen-
with them. Dr. Rolleston had threatened them with the trating their attention on the examination by the Conjoint,
operation of a Staats examen. For his own part he was not Board, the students would omit to study rnose subjects’the least afraid of a Staats exarnen, and would infinitely which the higher examinations of a university would impos.e
prefer it to a conjoint board. upon them. The examining talent of the kingdom was
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already employed by the licensing authorities, and the Con- expressed in Clause 3, was the necessity of a double qua.
joint Board would simply have to employ the same men, who lification for registration. He believed that if the altema-
would be imbued with the same ideas as at present, tive of a double qualification, suggested by the Duke of
Another argument against the Conjoint Board was that so Richmond’s Bill, had been before the Council years ago they
many students would have to be examined that men engaged would never have approved of the conjoint scheme. He
in active practice would not be able to afford the necessary was one of those who considered that the conjoint scheme
time, and thus the examination would fall into the hands of would have a lowering tendency. Certain bodies were now
those who were not thoroughly qualified to conduct it. It had trying to establish a hybrid degree-to examine on medicine,
been suggested that the questions and answers might be sent surgery, and other subjects higgledy-piggledy; but the
by post, but until the telephone had attained a greater system of the double qualification would ensure that all

pitch of perfection, it would be impossible to carry out the who were licensed had proved their fitness both in medicine
oral examinations unless the candidates and examiners were and surgery He had formerly found fault with the Scotch
brought face to face. It was proposed to make the conjoint examinations but he now wished to make the anie7ide
examinations compulsory, but compulsion was not according honorable, and to say that, as the result of inquiries he had
to the spirit of modern legislation. On these national made, and of the visitations that had taken place, he felt
grounds he altogether objected to Dr. Humphry’s motion; certain that the disparity which formerly existed had dis-
but there were also certain local objections to it. The appeared. Years ago, when he was a "grinder," he showed
Scotch universities had within and around them great his estimate of the examinations in the three countries by
medical schools, and were great training institutions for charging twenty guineas for preparing a man for the College
students of medicine. The number of students in and of Surgeons in Ireland, fifteen guineas for the College of
about the Scotch universities was not far short of 2000, Surgeons in England, and ten guineas for the College of
while the Oxford, London, and Durham Universities had no Surgeons in Scotland. (Laughter.) He had lately inquired
medical schools, and the school at Cambridge had only about among his Dublin friends, and he found that the fees were
fifty students. The Scotch universities therefore protested the same all round. After Dr. Humphry had spoken he
against their students, who had a full course of study, and telegraphed to Dublin, and the reply he received was that,
a complete examination, being required to undergo the in 1877, the number of students examined for the first half
minimum examination of a Conjoint Board. What had the was 109, of whom 56 were rejected ; and for the second half
Universities of Scotland done that their graduates should 132, of whom 34 were rejected. The adoption of there-
be fined in this way ? Under the present system of solution would be the destruction of the Lord President’s
diversity, able men would aspire to the higher qualifications, Bill, and the Council should rather set itself to consider
but if the minimum examination placed a man on the the Bill clause by clause, so as to point out to the Duke of
Register, many students would stop at the minimum, and in Richmond what were its chief faults.
that way the compulsory conjoint scheme would be most Sir W. GULL said the Scotch representatives had appealed
injurious. Another difference between the Scotch and the to the Council to maintain in their full present efficiency theEnglish universities was that the former were comparatively medical bodies in Scotland, because they were ancient and
poor institutions. They do not draw on the public purse historical ; but surely historical associations were no ground
like the London University. The Treasury was extremely for perpetuating an evil. At present all the Scotch bodies
jealous about giving anything to Scotland. Ireland was were teaching down to a minimum, or they would not passfar more fortunate in this respect. (Laughter.) The examina- so many students.
tion fees constituted a very important part of the revenues Mr. TURNER.-No, no.
of the Scotch universities, but those fees did not go into the Sir W. GULL said the relative numbers of candidates at
pockets of the examiners. They formed part of the general the London universities and at the Scotch universities
fund of the universities. The University of Edinburgh re- proved that in the former case the examination was at a
ceived something like jE3000 a year for medical examina- maximum, and in the latter at a minimum. If, however,
tions, but the medical examiners only received f350 of that there was a conjoint minimum examination, the examina-
amount, and even that went to non-professorial examiners tions at the universities would be advanced. The universi-
associated with the professors. The whole profession bene- ties must either be reduced to the minimum qualification for
fited by the fees, because the sum so received was employed the Register, or must be set free from examining for the
in improving the facilities for teaching. It was because the Register. The Council had nothing to do with political or
Scotch representatives felt that the fees would be diminished, monetary questions. Their duty was to secure the greatest
that the number of their candidates would be very materially good for the profession and the public, and that would be
reduced, and that therefore so much money would not be obtained by putting what he might term the guinea-stamp
available for the improvement of instruction, that they pro- of a conjoint examination on In 11 If, in addition, he
tested so urgently against anything like a compulsory con- wished for a higher distinction, he might strive to obtain it
joint examining board. from one of the bodies. . It had been said that students

Dr. A. SMITH said he had always been opposed to the con- would not go further than the minimum examination. Was

joint scheme, and nothing that he had heard in this discus- that the experience of human nature in Ireland and Scot-
sion had induced him to change his views. The Council was land ? Depend upon it great numbers would not be satisfied
very much indebted to Mr. Turner for so lucidly exposing with merely obtaining the minimum qualification. He hoped
the attempt which had been made by Dr. Humphry’s resolu- the Council would strengthen the hands of the Government
tion to place them in a false position. He was perfectly con- to overcome the political pressure which had been placed
vinced that the Conjoint Board scheme would tend to dis- upon them, and the passing of Dr. Humphry’s resolution
courage young men from aspiring to higher qualifications. A would have that effect.
large majority of those who entered the medical profession in Dr. PITMAN said that Dr. Andrew Wood, while objecting
Ireland were quite content to settle down in the country as to Conjoint Boards, had claimed for Scotland that there was
dispensers or with an appointment in a poor-house, but a conjoint scheme at present in operation there. But the

though the curriculum of study at the Dublin University truth was, it was a very different thing from what was corn-
had been greatly improved of late years, the number of can- monly meant by a conjoint scheme, and each of the bodies
didates for degrees was increasing every year. His opinion combining reserved the right to grant single qualifications.
was that it was derogatory to a university to condescend to What was wanted was uniformity of examination, and the
a union with the corporate bodies in a conjoint scheme. only way of securing that was by having one board for each
One of the most important provisions in the Duke of Rich- division of the kingdom. ,

mond’s Bill was that which would prevent any man getting On the motion of Mr. SIMON, the debate was adjourned.
on the Register without a double qualification. Four or five Dr. WOOD moved that the Army Medical Returns be
years ago THE LANCET published a very elaborate analysis inserted on the Minutes, and that the best thanks of the
of the practitioners on the Register, and it appeared that, so Council be given to the Director-General of the Medical
far as England was concerned, there were 4000 licentiates of Department for his courtesy in sending them.
the Royal College of Surgeons, not one of whom had ever The motion was seconded by Dr. A. SMITH and agreed to,
been asked a question on the practice of medicine. and the Council then adjourned. 

0

Mr. MACNAMARA said he did not think the time of the -

Council had been wasted by this discussion, for if Dr. FRIDAY, APRIL 12TH.
Humphry’s motion were passed it would be tantamount, so The Council reassembled at 2 o’clock, Dr. Acland in the
far as the Council was concerned, to suppressing altogether chair.
the Lord President’s Bill, the very backbone of which, as Mr. BRADFORD stated that the Society of Apothecaries
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were preparing a document very similar to that which had which uniformity might be achieved, there could not be a
been presented by the Royal College of Surgeons on the doubt that that was what was looked forward to as the
subject of the Duke of Richmond’s Bill. He hoped to be able advantage to be gained by a minimum qualification. The
to lay it before the Council on Saturday. public seemed to have a natural instinct with regard to the

Sir D. CORRIGAN, in asking a question concerning the necessity of having a uniform qualification. The Universities
’conjoint scheme in England, stated " that it would be of Oxford, Cambridge, and Durham complained that, while
desirable to have the latest information as to the present they wished to raise their examinations to the highest point,
state of the conjoint scheme in England, and that with this they were under compulsion to pass a man who did not rise
view the President be requested to furnish the Council, if in to that standard, because they could not fairly say he was
his power, with such information." unfit for practice. If the University of Edinburgh professed

Sir JAMES PAGET said the conjoint scheme was in the to have a higher standard of qualification, then they con-
same position as at the last meeting of the Council, but a victed those who had a lower standard of doing wrong.
Committee of Reference had been appointed to prepare re- What should follow? That the higher should combine
gulations for examination. Those regulations had prac- with the lower, and lift them up, and that was simply
tically been completed, and probably another meeting of the a conjoint examination. Whether the Council wished for
Committee would suffice to correct a few errors. Before conjoint examinations or not, the public would have it
they were published it would be necessary to offer them to in some form or other, as their natural instinct told them it
the several medical authorities for confirmation, but there was necessary for their safety, and some uniform standard
was no reason to doubt that all the particulars would be would be insisted on below which no medical practitioner
accepted by the authorities and confirmed. There could be would be allowed to be registered. The British Medical
not doubt that the English conjoint scheme might be brought Association had obtained the unanimous vote of thousands
into operation before next October, but whether it would be of members of the profession in favour of the conjoint
thought right to do so would depend upon the decision at scheme, and for years past the English authorities had done
which the Council arrived with regard to the Duke of their best to bring it into operation. Their delay had been
Richmond’s Bill. The College of Physicians had indicated scoffed at as implying the impossibility of carrying out a
their opinion that the passing of that Bill would compel the conjoint scheme, but what had been done showed conclu-
English authorities to abandon the scheme. sively that it could be obtained, and it would be far better
The debate on Dr. Humphry’s resolution was then con- to have it by consent than under compulsion. The English

tinued by conjoint scheme was practically ready to be put into ope-
Mr. SIMON, who referred to several of the objections that ration, but was now in greater peril than it ever before had

had been taken to the general principle of the motion. The been. Dr. Andrew Wood said that Scotland waited to see

real question before the Council was-What was the object the result of the experiment in England. That was a most
of the Medical Act as affecting the institution of the admirable device, for the experiment was sure to fail if
Council ? It was to provide a guarantee that none but pro- students refusing the English conjoint examination went to
perly qualified persons should be able to call themselves other parts of the kingdom to obtain their qualifications. If
legally qualified practitioners, and that the standard of that the standard for the minimum examination were raised in

qualification should be as high as the circumstances of the England while it remained the same elsewhere, what was
time permitted. The purpose of this debate was to ascertain the chance of the experiment succeeding ? Absolutely none.
if that guarantee could be given in such a way as the public The Bill, having given up, or at least not adopted, the
had a right to demand, under a system of multiple com- scheme of compulsory conjoint examinations, did its best to
peting examining bodies, and his answer unhesitatingly was, amend the defect. First, it insisted on a double qualification
that it could not. The tendency of such a system must be to for registration; but that would practically disenfranchise
favour that which paid best against that which did not pay; more than three-fourths of the authorities in all the divisions
or, in other words, to compete downwards in facilities and of the kingdom; for the single qualifications which were
temptations to the candidate. Granted that there had been granted by those authorities would be in themselves

improvement under the influence of this Council, the valueless. Under the English scheme, each body voluntarily
chief improvements had taken place under pressure, and resigned its own authority to grant diplomas that should
there would be no security that the exertions that had taken place upon the Register; but if such a scheme were forced
place would be continued if the pressure were withdrawn. upon them, as it would be if not done by consent, the rules
Mr. Turner had argued that uniformity of standard was a established would not be their own, but some one else’s. If
phantom, but such an argument was not quite worthy of the the Bill were passed in its present form, a doctor of medicine
philosophical city from which he came. The great objec- of the University of Cambridge could not be registered unless
tion, however, appeared to be that the effect of the conjoint he was also a master in surgery. Dr. Haldane had expressed
scheme would not be beneficial to the Scotch universities a preference for a State examination, but by the institution
and corporations ; but the question must not be considered of such an examination the public would be distinctly told,
as exclusively affecting local or personal interests. The " Here are a considerable number of gentlemen with excel-
relation of the particular bodies to the conjoint scheme lent titles after their names, but before we are quite sure that
was, of course, to be settled under the scheme, and, in they are qualified to practise we must submit them to the
framing the regulations, attention would be paid to what minimum test." This would reduce what were now regarded
were the distinctive characteristics of the institutions. It as honours to complete dishonour, and not one of the degrees
had been said that it would be injurious to amalgamate the granted by the authorities would be regarded as implyinguniversities and the corporations, but it seemed to him that common fitness to practise. The army and navy examina-
the minimum qualification might be so arranged as to allow tions were not originally established as tests of competency,
the universities and corporations to retain what was dis- but for the purpose of selecting those who in competition
tinctive. The principle of Lord Ripon’s Bill was to provide showed themselves the best. Another method of State
for the minimum qualification being so regulated that it examination was to compel the student to undergo it before
should and could not be obtained below a certain standard, obtaining a diploma, and this was what they would drift
and be increased in stringency from time to time as circum- into if they did not have conjoint examinations. For
stances required. If the resolution were carried he hoped such a scheme there was very much to be said, but he
that the authorities would see how advantageous it would wished to contrast it with what would happen under a
be to provide that there should be only one legal title in conjoint scheme. Lord Ripon’s Bill assumed that the
respect to the minimum qualification. result of the State examination would be to grant

Sir JAMES PAGET was afraid it might be considered by to any person passing it a licence to be registered.
the public that the opinion of the Council was that the Under the conjoint scheme which had been sanctioned
Duke of Richmond’s Bill was altogether unfit for passing. by the Medical Council, and which there was no doubt
That was not the view which the Council took, for many whatever would receive the approval of the Privy Council,
members felt that, notwithstanding the necessity for certain the person passing the minimum examination would not
amendments, there yet remained in the Bill a great deal receive a licence entitling him at once to be registered, but
which it was for the general advantage of the profession and a qualifying certificate which would enable him to proceed
the public should pass. They were all agreed as to the to one of the several authorities and obtain a diploma, upon
necessity for a double qualification, and the other point which he could be registered. This was a contrast very
which the Bill sought was that there should be examination much to the advantage of the several combining authorities.
rules for securing uniformity of examination for qualifica- If a person passing the State examination received at once
tions. However much they might discuss the methods by a licence to be placed on the Register, it followed that the
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whole-of the qualifications granted by the authorities of the are overflowing, our coffers are full." He was quite ready
United Kingdom would become simply honorary, conferring to attribute the prosperity of the Scotch universities to a
no legal privilege whatever, but only the right to have so great extent to the excellence of their teaching and the
many letters added to the name. The result would be that energetic steady work of the students. It would be most
many men would consider the honours not worth having, unworthy in a professor of anatomy in England not to esti.
The reason why the members of the Council (with the ex- mate in the very highest manner the noble work which had
ception of the Crown nominees) had seats at that Board was been done in Scotland by such men as Mr, Turner, Dr.
that they represented bodies who had definite legal rights of Allen Thomson, and Dr. Struthers; and those who were

admitting men to the practice of medicine. Remove acquainted with medical work would agree with him that
those rights, and what right would they have to be governors the true basis of success in a school was the way in which
of the medical profession? He therefore saw nothing the anatomical teaching was conducted. He therefore
but calamity to follow if conjoint examinations were not heartily rejoiced in the well-deserved success of the Scotch
made compulsory throughout the kinadom The loss of universities. Still, it must not be forgotten that there were
prosperity or power to the several combining bodies would 2000 students in Scotland, and to those students Englandbe as nothing in comparison to the losses that would be sus- was a place of considerable interest. The road to England
tained if the Bill passed unaltered, or if a State examina- from Scotland was a well travelled one, and the fertile
tion were instituted. This was not a matter to be discussed valleys of England were not without attractions to the
as if only the medical authorities were interested in it. Scotch, who sniffed them from a distance, and cried "Ah,
He was anxious to maintain the separate privileges ah!"(Iauoht,er) Under the directions of the Council he had
of the authorities, because of his conviction that it had the honour and pleasure of visiting the examinations at
would be for the public good. It was because of his the Scotch universities, and his opinion was recorded in.print,
sincere belief that the medical authorities had done great and showed that he had no low estimation of the examina-
things for medical education, and that upon them must tions at the Scotch universities. Still the fact remained
depend the improvement of that education in England, that that the road to Scotland was largely trodden by English.
he pressed upon the Council to do nothing which would in men, who went there to acquire their wings, with which
any degree mar the usefulness and power of the several they flew back and endeavoured to soar above the ordinary
bodies. The present Bill was such as might be expected level of the English practitioner. This was a considerable
from a Government which was anxious not to imperil exist- grievance in England, and might be regarded as a grievance
ing rights, but it was a distinct indication that it was not ty the English universities. It was owing to the position of
desirable to have conjoint schemes, and following upon the English universities that the degree of doctor was held
that would come the collapse of many of the authorities who in such high estimation, and the Scotch universities to
were represented at the Council, and that would entail a a considerable extent profited by that. He would not

great loss of the power which was now being exercised for have referred to this matter had it not been that the number
good in the cause of medical education and examination. of degrees given by the English universities had been re-

Dr. FERGUS said he would rather fall into the hands of ferred to in rather a disparaging manner, as compared with
the Privy Council than into those of the Houses of Legis- those given by the Scotch universities. He did not dispute
lature. He believed that the Privy Council would do the the facts, but he wished them to be regarded in a proper
best they could for the profession at large and for the whole light. The reason why the number of English degrees was
community. He regarded the present discussion as a kind so small was the difficulty of obtaining them ; while the
of shunting of the Government Bill, which he had expected large number of Scotch degrees was partly owing to the
would be taken and considered clause by clause. facilities afforded for obtaining them. The English scheme
The PRESIDENT said the Executive Committee took great would undoubtedly prove a failure if the other divisions of

pains to ascertain the way in which the subject of the Bill the kingdom did not adopt a similar plan. The object of
would be most conveniently discussed by the Council, and the resolution was to enable the several corporate bodies
they had decided that Dr. Humphry’s resolution would best now, while there was yet time, to take the affair into their
secure that object. The President said various circumstances own hands, so that each division might frame such a scheme
led him to regard it as his duty to express an opinion on this as was best suited to that division. England had framed a
matter. It was one of the gravest issues that had ever been scheme suited for itself ; let Scotland and Ireland do the
before the Council, and he saw no reason for altering the same. Let them use their liberty with discretion, and draw
opinion which he formed many years ago, or the vote which out schemes which were best suited to themselves. That
he had given on every occasion when this subject had been was all that was intended-that they should be compelled
before them. He wished to reaffirm once more his conviction to form a voluntary combination which would prolong the
that the continuance of nineteen separate licensing bodies in liberty of the several corporations to regulate the education
Great Britain was inconsistent with the best interests of and examination of the students.
medical study. He should therefore vote for Dr. Humphry’s The motion was then put to the vote, and carried by
motion, believing that it would further the real interests of 14 to 10.
professional education, and that if the present opportunity The Council then proceeded to consider the Medical Act
were lost that might happen to the various medical autho- Amendment Bill.
rities which he was very disinclined to have a share in. Dr. PITMAN moved, " That the duties of the Medical

Dr. HUMPHRY, in reply, repudiated the idea that his Council in relation to the various licensing authorities
motion had been brought forward for the purpose of shunting (whether in separate or in joint action) should not be ex-
the Bill. The object of the resolution was simply to re- tended to the initiation of the examination-rules, under
assert in the Bill that which there was reason to believe was which qualifications are to be granted, but should remain
not in the Bill, in consequence of the opinions which had restricted, as now, to duties of superintendence and control,
been pressed upon the Government by Scotland. One of with power of making representation to the Privy Council
the difficulties which had been experienced by those who in cases of default." The work of the Council was, first, to
had advocated the resolution was that they could not get to lay down rules for regulating the examinations; secondly,
close quarters with the gentlemen who took the opposite to determine the subjects in which the students were ex-
view. For some time he feared that there would be no amined ; and, thirdly, to determine the standard for passing.
definite argument against the principle of the resolution, The Act of 1858, Clause 21, gave that power of supervision,
and that the opponents would stand upon the simple, un- and in the present Bill there did not appear to be any addi-
assailable rocks of " I can’t" and " I won’t." As time went tional power given, though there were largely extended
on, however, certain arguments were adduced, chiefly by additional duties. Even supposing the Council were willing
Mr. Turner, who said it would be impossible to secure to undertake the duties of preparing the examination rules,
uniformity. Of course it would be just as easy to secure was it desirable that they should do so ? Not only all the
exact uniformity between Scotchmen and Englishmen as in universities and corporations, but the students and the public
the standard of examination. The object was not to strive at large, were affected by the proposal. Would the univer-
after an impossibility, but after that fair uniformity which sities consent that the regulations for granting their degrees
the public was entitled to expect. Professor Turner re- should be laid down by this Council ? The 14th clause of
marked that it would give great facility for the work of the Bill implied that the twenty-four gentlemen forming the
cramming, but he gave no reason to support this view. Medical Council were more competent to lay down regula-
After a time the real point came out. The Scotch universi- tions for the course of study than the twenty-four gentle-
ties were successful and prosperous. " We are doing well," 

" 
men constituting the Council of the College of Surgeons, and

it was said; "we wish to be let alone; our benches he could not agree in that view. It appeared to him that



575

the mode in which it was proposed to frame the regulations assent to the educational details from time to time proposed
was cumbrous, complicated, and costly, and even if the by the surgical bodies authorised in the Bill to grant dental
Council were prepared to perform the duty, it was very un- qualifications." This was precisely in the same spirit as
desirable that it should be cast upon them. that which was proposed by their Irish, Scotch, and English

Dr. ROLLESTON seconded the motion. The Medical friends, and he therefore hoped the Council would agree to it.
Council, he said, was fitted for higher work than that of He put it forward on the general ground that the work would
regulating examinations. be much better done by a body like the Medical Council,

After a short discussion the resolution was unanimously which was practised in dealing with such questions as the
agreed to, the words "in general" being subsequently added supervision of examinations, than by any other body. Unless
after the words "but should." they took this dental business into their own hands the
The Council then resolved itself into committee for the Government might drop the question for the present, and

purpose of considering the clauses of the Bill. then the result would be that before long there would be
Clauses 1 and 2 were approved. more Medical Bills and more State interference. The less
On Clause 3, the medical profession had to do with the State the better.
Mr. MACNAMARA said the council of the Royal College The resolution he wished to propose was-" That it is not

of Surgeons, Ireland, were unanimously of opinion that in desirable that the Medical Council should be required to
addition to qualifications in medicine and surgery a quali- undertake to originate a new scheme of examination rules-
fication in midwifery should be required before a name was Clause 1 of Section 23,-but that it should be entrusted with
placed on the Register. Dr. Stokes had solemnly assured some such supervisory power as regards the educational
him that he had never in his life been in the room when a details from time to time proposed by the medical authorities
woman was confined. He wished to move. that the word authorised in the Duke of Richmond’s Bill as it already exer-
"triple" should be inserted instead of "double," and cises with regard to other examinations."
words added requiring a qualification in midwifery. Mr. TURNER proposed, and it was agreed to by Dr.
The proposal was not seconded, falling, as Mr. Macna- Rolleston, that the words " medical bodies should be sub-

mara said, stillborn, stituted in the resolution for the words " surgical bodies."
Dr. WOOD moved, and Mr. TURNER seconded, " That He also suggested that the resolution should be prefaced by

Clause 3 be approved." . 

a statement that a provision should be made in the Medical
Mr. SIMON moved as an amendment, " That the Council Bill for the registration of dentists.

so far approves of the intention of Clause 3 as to be of Mr. SIMON proposed the insertion of the words " or other-
opinion that none but persons whose qualifications have been wise" after "Medical Bill."
tested in medicine, in surgery, and in midwifery, should in Dr. RoLLESTON said he would move first as a separate
future be admitted to the Medical Register; but that, as resolution-" That it is desirable that provision should be
regards the manner in which effect should be given to this made in the Medical Act (1858) Amendment Bill for the
intention, the Council refers to its previous votes on the registration of dentists." He regretted that he could not
subjects of conjoint boards and examination rules." consent to the addition recommended by Mr. Simon.

Dr. HUMPHRY seconded the amendment, which, on a Mr. BRADFORD seconded the motion.
division, was carried by 13 to 10. Dr. WOOD said the first thing for the Council to decide
The Council then resumed. was whether it was desirable that the dentists question
A letter was read from the President of the Obstetrical should be settled in the Duke of Richmond’s Bill, or in that

Society of London, requesting that that Society might be which had been brought in by Sir John Lubbock. He
allowed the opportunity of explaining to the Council their believed that some of their bodies did not much care about
acheme for the examination and registration of midwives. the registration of dentists ; but his own opinion was that it
On the motion of Sir James Paget, seconded by Dr. would be better to deal with it in the present Bill. He

Andrew Wood, the request was agreed to, and Tuesday, quite agreed that it was desirable to gather up these matters
2 o’clock, was fixed for the interview, of dentistry, midwifery, lunacy, &c., into one Bill, rather

- than have them spread over a number of different statutes.
SATURDAY, APRIL 13TH. Mr. SIMON considered that the form in which the dental

The Council reassembled at 1 o’clock, Dr. Acland in the question was dealt with in the Government Bill was not so
The 

Council re-assembled at 1 o’clock, Dr. Acland in the good as that of Sir John Lubbock’s Bill. He did not object
chair. a copy to the general principle.Dr. PETTIGREW presented to the Council a copy of a Sir D. CORRIGAN regarded the resolution as quite unne-
petition from the University of Glasgow to the House of cessary. He approved of Mr. Simon’s suggestion to add the
Lords with regard to the Medical Act (1858) Amendment words "or otherwise." The Council was already hampered
Bill. ijnTiijt with so much work that they ought not to burden themselves
On the motion of Mr. Simon, seconded by Mr. Bradford, with this subject. He ventured to say that there was not athepetrhon was ordered to be entered on the Minutes. man at the Council who was competent to pronounce anThe PRESIDENT announced that the Lord President of opinion upon dentistry.the Privy Council was prepared to receive members of the Dr. Rolleston’s motion was carried.
Council on Monday at I o’clock. Dr. ROLLESTON next moved, " That it is not desirable thatMr. SIMON moved, "That the resolutions already passed the Medical Council should be required to undertake toby the Council with reference to the Medical Bill be laid originate a new scheme of examination rules-Clause 1 ofbefore the Lord President. Any further resolutions that section 23 ; but that it should be entrusted with the same
might be passed that afternoon would probably only refer to supervisory powers as regards the educational details fromdetails, and might be communicated to his Grace before the time to time proposed by the medical authorities, authorisedHouse went into Committee on the Bill. in the Duke of Richmond’s Bill, as it already exercises withDr. WOOD said if only the resolutions already passed were reference to other examinations."
submitted, it would appear as if they wished to prevent the On the suggestion of Mr. Simon, Dr. Rolleston acceptedpassing of the Bill, though there was a great deal in it that the following amendment :-Instead of the words "the
was good. 

C, 

same 
" before " supervisory powers," to insert "some such."

REGISTRATION OF DENTISTS. Sir D. CORRIGAN thought the Council had now succeeded
Dr. ROLLESTON said that in the letter from the President in making itself utterly ridiculous. According to the

of the Dental Reform Committee the following passage resolution they were going to exercise some such power over
occurred: " But should the Government ultimately require dentists as in a midwifery examination, so that when an old
that the Dental Bill should be embodied in the Medical Bill lady had a new set of artificial teeth, some members of the
introduced by the Duke of Richmond and Gordon (1878), or Council would have to be present to supervise the process.
should the Medical Council think it desirable that the dental They had left the question of pharmacy to a separate Bill,
should be embodied in the general Bill, then, on behalf of and it would be better to do the same with regard to dentistry.
the Dental Reform Committee, I beg to suggest that in The motion was then carried.
presence of the well-matured and very efficient system of Dr. A. SMITH thought that in paragraph (a) of Clause 4
dental education of the College of Surgeons of England, it is of Section 23 the words " dental surgery" were very objec-
not desirable that the Medical Council should be required to tionable. The word " surgery " ought not to occur at all with
undertake to originate a new scheme of education as pro- regard to dentists. He therefore moved-" That in paTa-
posed in the Medical Bill, Clause 23 (1), but that the Council graph (a) of Clause 4 of Section 23 of the Bill, the words
should have full power to approve, modify, or refuse its or in dental surgery of,’ be omitted."
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Mr. SIMON hoped that the Council would not go into mere grant thereof a degree of knowledge, as tested by examina-
verbal or etymological questions. 

cm 

tion, equal to or greater than that which at the same time
Dr. SMITH said there was a principle involved in his was required to obtain in the United Kingdom such qualifi-

proposal. tion as entitles the holder to be registered in the MedicalMr. SIMON said it was absurd to attempt to do away with Register," the following alteration was agreed to, on the
the common use of words. motion of Mr. Simon, seconded by Dr. Wood :-Instead

Dr. WOOD said he had no objection to a man being re- of the words from "representing" to the end, to insert
tered as a " dental surgeon " if he held a diploma, but if "furnishing in the opinion of the Council sufficienthe did not hold a diploma he should be registered merely as guarantees of the possession of the requisite knowledge and
a 
" dentist." skill for the efficient practice of medicine and surgery."
Mr. SIMON said to protect the use of the word "surgeon " On Section 5, which relates to registration of a colonial

in such an extreme manner was an outrage on the common practitioner with a recognised diploma, and requires that
sense and language of the country. Could it be pretended such person should have "practised medicine or surgery, or
that the privileges of the surgical corporations were en- a branch of medicine or surgery, for more than ten years
croached upon by men who called themselves veterinary elsewhere than in the United Kingdom," a discussion took
surgeons? The term "surgeon dentist" had been recognised place as to the restriction of time, and ultimately the de.
as a special term for dentists by no less an authority than cision on the question was adjourned till Monday.
Lord Chief Justice Cockburn in the Court of Queen’s Bench. The President, Dr. Wood, and Dr. Humphry, were ap-

Dr. STORRAR said it would be a piece of Quixotism on pointed as a deputation to communicate to the Lord Pre-
the part of the Council to attempt to reverse the ordinary sident of the Privy Council the resolutions relating to the
terms hitherto applied to persons practising dental surgery. Government Bill which had been passed by the Council.
The expression was known to everybody, and to cut off the Dr. WOOD gave notice that at 4 o’clock on Monday he
word " surgeon " was to inflict a kind of degradation upon would move the appointment of the Executive Committee.
a class of practitioners whose education was now taking a The PRESIDENT said experience had shown that it was
distinguished place before the world, and upon a profession very inconvenient that the Executive Committee should
which had become really essential to the public. In a trial cease on the first day of the meeting of the Council.
which took place nearly nineteen years ago, a man was prose- The Council then adjourned.
cuted for using the term "surgeon dentist," and in sum- -

ming up, Lord Chief Justice Cockburn said, "Why, Monday, APRIL 15TH.dentists have always called themselves ’surgeon dentists.’ MONDAY, APRIL 15TH.
Custom and immemorial usage have sanctioned it. Every- The Council met at 2 o’clock, the President, Dr. Acland,
body understands what it means, and knows them as such." in the chair.
It was unnecessary to add anything coming from such a The PRESIDENT.-Perhaps the Council would wish to
source. know the result of the interview with the Lord President,

Sir D. CORRIGAN seconded Dr. Smith’s motion. He ob- which has taken place under your instructions. I laid be-
jected to a term which expressed a hybrid, half surgeon and fore the Lord President the following observations :-" The
half dentist. He did not attach the slightest importance to Medical Council deputed the President, Dr. Humphry, and
the observation by the Lord Chief Justice to which Dr. Dr. Andrew Wood to present to your Grace certain resolu-
Storrar had referred, for, generally speaking, lawyers and tions which they have arrived at. The Council met on
judges were profoundly ignorant on medical matters. April 10th to consider the letter which your Grace f01-

Sir JAMES PAGET said the term "licentiate in dental warded with copies of the Medical Act (1858) Amendment
surgery " had been adopted by the Royal College of Sur- Bill, read in the House of Lords on March 19th. All the
geons under its charter. Could it be seriously proposed to subjects on which the Council last year addressed your
get an Act of Parliament to abolish that Royal Charter, and Grace are dealt with in this Bill, viz. :-1. The recognition
to make it criminal, under a penalty of JE20, for anyone of foreign and colonial qualifications in England. 2. The
possessing the title of "licentiate in dental surgery" to privileges of women in regard to medical qualifications. 3.
use it ? The appropriation of penalties under the Medical Act. 4.
Dr. Smith’s motion was negatived, only three members To some extent the education of midwives. 5. And, indi-

voting for it. rectly, the emendation of the law affecting certificates of
Dr. ROLLESTON moved, and Mr. SIMON seconded, the lunacy. After the second reading of the Bill the Council

following resolution, which was agreed to :-" That the may have to suggest to your Grace’s consideration certain
Council suggests the adoption of Clause 11 of Sir John amendments in various clauses relating to these subjects,
Lubbock’s Bill-(viz.: ’The General Council may, if they and to some minor points in the Bill, prior to the considera-
see fit, establish in the register of dentists distinct sections tion in Committee. The Council are aware that your Grace
for the registration of persons, not being British subjects, was unwilling to bring in any Government Bill which did
resident in the United Kingdom, and possessing such foreign not deal with all the chief subjects that were known to need
qualifications as in the opinion of the Council are a sufficient attention in regard to medical legislation. They find,
guarantee for the possession of the requisite knowledge and accordingly, in the Bill, clauses having reference to subjects
skill for the efficient practice of dentistry, and for the regis- that are admitted to be of importance and to need settle-
tration of persons so resident, and possessing such colonial ments other than those named last year by the Council.
qualifications as in the opinion of the Council are such They find clauses relating to the mode of conducting z7

guarantee as aforesaid ; and any person registered in either examinations in the United Kingdom, and to framing
of such sections shall be deemed for all purposes to be regis- examination rules. They perceive that the permissive
tered under this Act)’- instead of Clause 5, Section 23, of principle of combination of any of the licensing bodies is
the Government Bill-(viz.: ’There shall be also entered in continued with modifications. On this subject a resolution
the dentists’ register, in separate alphabetical lists, such has been passed by the Council, which forms Clause 3 of the
colonial and foreign dentists as are authorised by the scheme Minutes for April 12th, 1878 (pp. 37, 38). If the Bill pass
to be so registered, and the scheme shall make the like pro- in its present form it would, in the opinion of the majority
vision for the registration of colonial and foreign dentists as of the Council, be necessary to make such modifications in
is made by this Act with respect to the registration of the rules as are set forth in the resolutions in Clauses, 5,6,
colonial and foreign practitioners in the Medical Register.’)" 9 of the Council’s Minutes for April 12th, 1878 (pp. 38-40).

It was also agreed, on the motion of Sir James Paget, On the subject of the registration of colonial practitioners
seconded by Dr. Andrew Wood, " that the Council approves and other subjects therein the Council is engaged now. On
theportionoftheBillthatrelatestotheregistrationofdentists." the subject of dentists they have passed resolutions which

form Clauses 6, 7, 9, 10,11, of the Council Minutes for Aprj}COLONIAL AND FOREIGN DIPLOMAS. 13th, 1878 (pp. 48-50). As regards the registration of mid.
On Section 7, which enacts that " the medical diploma or wives, they have not yet had time before the second reading

diplomas granted in a British possession or in a foreign to pass any resolution. But they have already notified to
country, which are to be deemed recognised medical diploma your Grace (see Minutes, vol.xiv., p. 198, clause 14) :-
or diplomas for the purposes of this Act, shall be such That the Council, without assenting in all details to the
medical diploma or diplomas as may be recognised for the scheme of the Obstetrical Society, is of opinion, with the
time being by the General Medical Council as entitling the Society, that it would be desirable to provide by legislation
holder thereof to practise medicine and surgery in such pos- for the following two objects-first, that means under legal 1
session or country, and as representing at the time of the sanction should be provided for giving credentials of quak.
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fication to competent midwives; and, secondly, that the regard to colonial and foreign degrees. One object was to
lives of women in labour should, so far as practicable, be do justice to their colleagues who held foreign or colonial
protected from the incompetent.’ And to-morrow they will diplomas, but another object was to open up to British
receive a deputation from the Obstetrical Society as to the registered practitioners the opportunity of practising in the
details of their proposal. The Council are still engaged in colonies and foreign parts. At present such persons were.
considering the remainder of the clauses in the Bill, and will liable to be called upon to pass an examination. The
further communicate with your Grace thereon after the restriction in the Bill was a very illiberal one, and he did
Easter recess." Upon that his Grace said that he would give not think the question of examination should be brought in
the fullest attention and consideration to all those particulars at all. As to the length of time which a colonial prac-
upon which the Council had already resolved, and to any titioner should be required to practise before being admitted
further resolutions which the Council might pass at such to the Register, he thought two years was quite sufficient-
times as the Council thinks fit-that is, either during the That would prevent the evil of some men going to a colony
present session, or at any subsequent session that may take for the express purpose of getting on the Register moreplace at the will of the Council, if it takes place before the easily than if they were examined in this country. He
House of Lords goes into Committee on this Bill. He then would, therefore, propose that the word "two" should be
said that he was going to bring forward the second reading substituted for the word " ten."
this afternoon, and that in consequence of that and some Mr. TEALE seconded the motion.
important business in which he is engaged he was unable to Dr. ROLLESTON said the object of every member of the
receive the deputation of the Obstetrical Society which he Council was to prevent persons who had been rejected by
had wished to do this afternoon. He was so occupied that it one of the inferior boards in England, or one of the superior
was impossible for him to do so, but as the Easter recess boards north of the Tweed, from running over from Liver-
begins to-morrow, and he would not be able to see them at pool to Canada, and returning to flaunt a colonial diploma
all now until after the Easter recess, having understood that in the faces of those who had rejected them, while at the
they were to meet this Council to-morrow, he would be same time they wished to permit Canadian licentiates to
happy to receive through this Council any further com- practise in this country. It would be simply a brutum,
munication on the subject, if there be any to be for- fulmen to lay down a certain period of practice, for no one
warded after the interview with the Obstetrical Society, could say what the practice had been. He would move as.
Then he added that he had every reason for hoping that this an amendment to Dr. Wood’s motion, that the section

evening the second reading of the Bill would be passed, and should read: " Where a person who has not been domiciled
then that in that case he would introduce the Bill in com- in the United Kingdom within two years immediately pre-
mittee for the consideration of all the amendments which ceding the obtaining by him of a diploma, shows &c." He
had been presented to him, and for their full discussion, at was quite willing to add a clause empowering the Council
the earliest possible period at which it could be done. Con- to admit to the Register any person who had practised for a
sidering the other arrangements of the Government, and the long time with distinction in the colonies.
work before the House, the earliest day at which he could Mr. BRADFORD seconded the amendment.
undertake to do this would be on the 20th of May next, and Mr. SIMON said the provision as to ten years was inserted
in his Grace’s judgment, if the discussion could not success- in Lord Ripon’s Bill eight years ago simply because of the
fully take place on the 20th of May or thereabouts, there hardness of the hearts of the members of the Council, the
would be no chance of the Bill passing this year; that he Council at that time being obdurate against foreign and
would give his best attention to all amendments which colonial practitioners. Immense progress had been made
should come before him before the 20th of May, and on that since that time, and he thought it must have been some-
day he would proceed with the consideration of the Bill in thing like inadvertence on the part of the draughtsman of
committee. I thought it my duty to say-and I trust the the present Bill which caused the insertion of the ten years’
Council, as well as my colleagues, will not think I went too clause. What was to be aimed at was not a long period of
far in this statement-that we had not yet considered fully sojurn in the colony, but that men should not go over to a
the whole of the Bill; but I was quite sure I expressed the colony for the express purpose of getting a diploma.
individual feelings of the members of the Council, that, Dr. WOOD withdrew his motion, and Dr. Rolleston’s
whatever opinions there might be as to the value of the Bill, amendment then became the original motion.
we were all very sensible of the great trouble he had taken. Dr. STORRAR said he knew something of colonial uni-
Mr. TURNER moved, Mr. MACNAMARA seconded, and it versities, and was prepared to say that their qualifications

was agreed to, that the President’s statement should be in- were likely to be of a higher kind than many that were-
corporated in the Minutes. granted in this country ; and it would be unjustly offensive
Mr. TEALE drew attention to a letter which had been to many colonial universities if they were treated with sus-

received by the registrar from Dr. Edward Waters, of picion. No doubt, in the United States, there were facilities
Chester, stating that the Medical Reform Committee would for obtaining qualifications which the Council ought to
have a meeting in London on Wednesday next, and ex- guard against ; but such facilities did not exist in Canada
pressing a hope that an opportunity would be given to some and Australia, where the ambition of the gentlemen con-
of its members to attend before the Council before twelve nected with the universities was to make their qualifications.
o’clock on that day. He moved, "That, in reply to the of an eminent character. He did not conceive of anything
letter from Dr. Waters, the President be authorised to more calculated to inspire a Canadian or an Australian with
receive Dr. Waters and the members of the Medical Reform a feeling of soreness than such a clause as was proposed in
Committee on Wednesday at eleven o’clock, in order to hear the Bill. Such a restriction would have effect only in the
their views of the proposals referred to in Dr. Waters’s United Kingdom, for a degree granted in the University of
letter, and that such members of the General Medical Toronto would enable its possessor to practise in Jamaica,
Council as desire it shall be present at the interview." or Barbadoes, or Australia. After the terrible disaster under

Sir WM. GULL seconded the motion, which, after some Governor Eyre, Jamaica was converted into a Crown
discussion as to the time, was agreed to. colony. Governor Grant then found that he could not get
ADJOURNED CONSIDERATION OF THE MEDICAL ACT (1858) a sufficient wants of the island, and he therefore admittedAMENDMENT BILL. Canadian graduates to practise, his argument being that the
Dr. WOOD, who had given notice of his intention to move men who were qualified to practise on Canadian subjects

That with respect to Section 5 of the Bill, a colonial prac- were surely qualified to practise on Jamaica negroes.
titioner must have practised five years after obtaining his Dr. PITMAN said last year the Council discussed the sub-
diploma, or else shall be required to pass the final examina- ject of colonial diplomas at considerable length, and came
tion of one of the medical authorities of the United King- to the decision "that medical qualifications granted under
dom; in the latter case he should be entitled to be placed legal authority in any part of her Majesty’s dominions out-
upon the general Medical Register," said he did not now side the United Kingdom, and entitling to practice in such
feel inclined to adhere to the terms of his motion, and he part, should be registrable within the United Kingdom on
would therefore move that the Council go into committee the same terms as qualifications which are granted within
on the Bill. the United Kingdom, but in a separate alphabetically
Having been seconded by Dr. STORRAR, the motion was arranged section of the Register." That was infinitely pre-

agreed to. ferable both to the clause in the Bill and to the motion
Dr. WOOD said it was well known that great pressure had which had been moved by Dr. Rolleston. There was some-

been brought to bear upon the Government to legislate with thing not very creditable in the Council, after grave delibera-
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tion, coming to a decision, and then the very next year, said, agree with the principle involved in the section, and he
without any very strong reasons for changing their opinions, moved " That, in the opinion of the Council, no colonial or
arriving at a different conclusion. He therefore proposed as foreign practitioner should be registered as such unless he
an amendment, " That the Council adhere to the resolution has obtained a registered medical diploma or diplomas in a
of last year in reference to the registration of colonial British possession or foreign country."
diplomas." Mr. SIMON explained that previous sections had provided

Dr. QUAIN seconded the amendment. for recognised diplomas, and that Section 8 was intended to
Dr. ROLLESTON withdrew his motion in favour of Dr. Pit- meet the case, which occurred every now and then, of a well.

’man’s proposal. known person who had made valuable contributions to
The PRESIDENT said it must have been by accident that medical science, but did not possess a diploma.

in the present Bill reference was made to Lord Ripon’s Bill, Dr. HALDANE’S amendment was not seconded, and the
instead of to the representation of the Council. He knew motion for the adoption of the section was carried.
that the greatest endeavours were being made in Canada On Section 9, as to the contents and form of the Medical
to put their medical examination on a level with that of Register,
England. Mr. SIMON suggested that some provision was required to

Sir JAMES PAGET said the Council must not lose sight of make it evident that the registration alluded to in Clause 7
the fact that for the last three days they had been practi- of the section meant additional registration.
cally expressing great dissatisfaction with their own system Some conversation followed with reference to the clause,
of examination. He was prepared to go as far as possible which was regarded as somewhat obscure; but no resolution
in liberality towards the colonies, but it was surely rather a was passed respecting it, it being understood that the atten-
strong measure to propose that they should be more liberal tion of the Government should be called to the wording of
to them than to themselves. He considered that Dr. Rolles- the clause, with a view to its being rendered more intelli-
ton’s motion was preferable to Dr. Pitman’s. gible.

Mr. SIMON said when the English system was amended, On Section 11, providing for the erasure of names from the
the Council might perhaps apply a stricter test to colonial Register, 

0

qualifications. Dr. HUMPHRY contended that its effect would be to make
Dr. STORRAR said the number of men who would go to a the Council a prosecuting body, a function which it had

colony to obtain a diploma which they were unable to get in hitherto repudiated.
the United Kingdom would be exceedingly small, and he Mr. TURNER called attention to the proviso that the name
thought too highly of those who were connected with colonial of a person should not be erased for " a political offence out
universities to believe that they would admit such men to of her Majesty’s dominions," and inquired whether it was
their diplomas. They would naturally ask them why they intended to erase a name on account of a political offence at
did. not get their qualifications in the mother country, and a home. Attention, he thought, should be called to the sub-
halo of suspicion would at once be cast around them, which ject, there being a clear and recognised distinction betweenwould shut the door of the licensing body against them. He political and other offences.
scarcely thought it was worthy of the Council to take these Dr. STORRAR thought it would be dangerous for the
precautions. Council to seek to determine the particular kind of political

Sir W. GULL reminded Dr. Storrar that he was not so offence that should call for the removal of a practitioner’s
liberal towards the Scotch universities. (Laughter.) He name from the Register.
would prefer that the motion should run, " That where a No resolution was passed with reference to the section.
person who has been 6oKM ficle domiciled in any British On Section 13, providing for the appointment of a Com-

possession can show evidence of holding some recognised mittee of the Council for the purpose of erasure from and
diploma or diplomas, &c." restoration to the Register,

Dr. HUDSON seconded Sir W. Gull’s suggestion. Dr. APJOHN said it would be monstrous to give the power
On being put to the vote, the amendment was lost. of erasure to so small a tribunal as a committee of five,
Dr. WOOD moved another amendment, ’’ That in Clause 5, three being a quorum. An ordinary criminal was tried bya a

lines 1 to 4, of the Bill, for the words, ’Where a person who jury of twelve men, whose decision must be unanimous; and
either is not domiciled in the United Kingdom, or has he protested against giving to a small committee the power
practised medicine or surgery or a branch of medicine or of injuring a man for life.
surgery for more than ten years elsewhere than in the Dr. WOOD said that the power given to the committee by
United Kingdom,’ there should be substituted the following the section was a tremendous one, and he was entirely op-
words : ’ Where a person has been domiciled in a British posed to it. He believed that the Council, in all cases of
possession for two years immediately preceding the granting the kind contemplated that had come before it, had investi-
of his diploma.’ gated them most carefully, and had always administered
Mr. TEALE seconded the amendment, justice with a tendency to mercy. The power given to the
Sir D. CORRIGAN said the amendment altogether ignored Council to deprive men of their means of livelihood was

the existence of the body that passed the best medical such as was not given to any other body, and it ought to be
graduates in the United Kingdom&mdash;namely, the University exercised with the greatest care. He believed that more
of London-which permitted any one to come up for ex- confidence would be felt in the decision of the whole Council
amination. than in that of a small committee.

Dr. Wood’s amendment was carried by 13 to 9. Mr. SIMON thought that the section should be omitted
On its being put as a substantive motion, altogether.
Mr. SIMON moved an amendment, " That where a person Dr. SMITH objected to the power proposed to be given to

who has been bon&acirc; ficle resident in a British possession out-’ the committee; but he thought that the Executive Committee
side the United Kingdom shows that he is of good character, might be entrusted with the power of removing the names
a.nd holds a recognised diploma or diplomas (as hereinafter of those who had been convicted by a court of law.
defined) granted in a British possession, such person shall, Dr. STORRAR objected even to that modification. The
upon payment of the registration fee, be entitled, without retention of an unworthy name for a short time upon the
examination in the United Kingdom, to be registered as a Register was a small matter as compared with the risk of
colonial practitioner in the Medical Register." removing a name hastily. The provision contained in the

This was seconded by Dr. STORRAR and carried, and section was wholly opposed to the opinion of jurists. It
having been put as a substantive motion, was agreed to. might be convenient that the Council should have the
A ballot then took place for the Executive Committee, power of removal, but it should be exercised wisely and

and the following members were reappointed : - Dr. Quain, tenderly.
Dr. Wood, Dr. Smith, Dr. Humphry, Sir J. Paget, and Mr. Dr. ROLLESTON approved of the section, and said that the
Simon. Duke of Richmond, in the House of Lords (no doubt
The Council, after a short adjournment, resumed the con- prompted by eminent jurists), had laid great weight upon

sideratioli of the Medical Act Amendment Bill. the argument that a large body like the Medical Council
Section 6, relating to the registration of foreign practi- was unfit to exercise judicial functions. A smaller number

tioners, was, on the motion of Mr. SIMON, seconded by Sir of persons would have a greater sense of responsibility. Five
J. PAGET, in substance approved. 

. 

was a good number, but he thought that all should be in
On Section 8, providing for the registration of eminent attendance, instead of entrusting the power to a quorum of

foreign or colonial practitioners, three. The Government, he thought, would not have pro-
Dr. HALDANE moved an amendment. He could not, he posed the section without good reason.
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Dr. FERGUS suggested, that the power of suspension should
be given to a small body, the power of final erasure resting
with the whole Council.
The PRESIDENT said that names had been erased, some-

times by the whole Council, sometimes by a Branch Council,
and sometimes by the Executive Committee, but an opinion
had been given by Lord Coleridge that the Executive Com-
mittee did not possess the power.

Dr. HUMPHRY pointed out that the section contemplated
erasure on two grounds-for conviction by a court of law,
and for professional misconduct, and suggested that the two
points should be considered separately. In the one case the
Council might be the best tribunal, and in the other a small
and specially selected committee.
Dr. WOOD urged that the publicity attending the proceed-

ings of the whole Council was a guarantee for the proper
exercise of the power of erasure. In the case of a small
committee there was no sufficient check upon the administra-
tion of its functions.
Dr. ROLLESTON said that the case was analogous to that

of disbarring and disbenching, which was done in private,
the crime in question being a professional one that did not
concern the public.
Mr. TURNER pointed out that the Council, in all cases

that came before it, took evidence and gave its decision in
public, but deliberated in private.
Dr. APJOHN thought that the passing of the section would

make the Council very unpopular, and involve it in litiga-
tion. If a committee were appointed under it, it would
necessarily be composed of English members, and it would
be very undesirable to entrust such a power to one division
of the United Kingdom.
After some further discussion the following resolutions

were adopted :-" That all questions relating to the erasure
of names for infamous or disgraceful conduct ought, in the
opinion of the Conncil, to be reserved for decision by the
general body of the Council, and that it be recommended to
the Lord President to amend Section 13 accordingly. " That
it is desirable that the power to erase the name of any
person convicted of felony or misdemeanour in a court of
law be deputed to a committee of the Council."
The Council then adjourned.

TUESDAY, APRIL 16TH.
The early part of the sitting of the Council was occupied

in receiving a deputation from the Obstetrical Society,
headed by Dr. West, who explained the nature of the
scheme for the registration of midwives proposed by that
Society, and answered a number of questions with reference
to the provisions on that subject in the Government Bill. A
proposal was afterwards made by Mr. Simon to the effect
that the Council ought not to take the initiative in the
arrangements for the examination of midwives, but would,
if desired, provide examination rules for the purpose ; but
this was negatived, and the general principle of the Govern-ment proposal was accepted. Several other provisions of the
new Bill were considered, and the Council adjourned.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.

A MEETING of the Fellows was held on Monday afternoon
last. The Roll Committee was empowered to take the
necessary steps for the publication of the new edition of the
College Roll. It was stated that two volumes had been

printed, and the third was far advanced towards completion
under the editorship of Dr. Munk.
The following resolutions were agreed to unanimously :-

"1. That the College, in answer to the application laid
before it at the Comitia held on April 2nd, do contribute one
hundred guineas towards a statue of Harvey, to be erected
,at Folkestone, his birthplace." " 2. That, in accordance
with the suggestion of the President, the College do hold a
festival-banquet in honour of Harvey at the College on some
convenient day during the present season, this being the
three hundredth year since Harvey’s birth." A committee
was appointed to make the necessary arrangements for giving
effect to this latter resolution.

The College then proceeded to elect a President for the
forthcoming year, and Dr. Risdon Bennett was unanimously
re-elected. Dr. Bennett previously delivered an address, in
which he reviewed the work of the College during the past
twelvemonth.

ARMY MEDICAL REFORM.

THE Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland have addressed
a letter to the War Office, from which we abstract the follow*
ing allegations of complaint :-

" Since the receipt of your communication the President
and Council have taken further steps for the purpose of
ascertaining accurately the causes which render the Army
Medical Service now so unpopular-which produce the dis-
satisfaction that exists among those serving in it, and which
deter eligible candidates from joining. These are-Firstly,
the short service scheme now in existence. Secondly, the
abolition of the regimental system. Thirdly, the frequent
changes in warrants, after they have been published under
Royal authority with her Majesty’s signature, and on faith
of the permanency of which warrants medical officers have

accepted service. This has produced an utter want of con.
fidence in and distrust of the service. Fourthly, the dif-
ferences which are made between combatants and medical
officers in regard to ordinary and sick leave. Fifthly, the
almost absolute refusal to medical officers of the privilege to
exchange. Sixthly, the virtual withdrawal of forage allow-
ance from those by rank entitled to it. Seventhly, the
quarters allotted to medical officers in barracks being almost
invariably regimental, while they, as departmental officers,
are supposed to be entitled to departmental quarters.
Eighthly, the discomfort caused to medical officers by want
of a soldier servant, while the sum allowed in lieu thereof is
incapable of providing a civilian. Ninthly, the length of
time (five-and-twenty years) before the medical officer can
claim a right to retire from the service on adequate pension.
Lastly, the roster, as now kept, which has been withdrawn
from public inspection, so that no officer can tell how he
stands in regard to foreign service ; whereas formerly this
document was exposed in the waiting-room at Whitehall--
yard for each medical officer’s specific information.

POISON IN THE NURSERY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;We are desirous of drawing the attention of the

public to the following :-
For some time past there has been a sad epidemic among

the young children in the neighbourhood of London, ending,
indeed, in many cases with the death of the child, the
disease presenting every appearance of erysipelas. A client
of ours, whose child was similarly attacked, suspected the
violet powder in use in the nursery, and sent a packet to
us for chemical analysis. We returned a certificate (and,
we may add, much to our own astonishment) stating that
it contained 25 per cent. of white arsenic ! !
White arsenic is, we believe, at the present time exceed-

ingly cheap-at all events, cheaper than starch, of which
violet powder is usually made. These poor children, then,
have suffered and died from arsenical poisoning.
We have ourselves purchased several packets of this

powder, and, having submitted them to chemical analysis,
discovered the same poison in the same amount.
Comment upon all this is useless. We can only add, now

when too late to save the lives of the little ones, our analyses
have been confirmed by the medical men in the neighbour-
hood. The remarks upon violet powder in connexion with
the trial of Madame Rachel being &agrave; propos of this, we
thought it only a matter of duty to warn mothers against
purchasing these things, except from tradesmen of the best
respectability.

We remain, Sir, yours truly,
EVANS & JONES,

Analysts.


